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COMMENTS TO EDITOR: Although concerns #2,3 listed in the author's response to reviewers did not 

occur to me (and the author uses this as a reason not to address them), they seem well-founded.  #2 

has to do with the use of profanity; and #3 points out the very specific nature of the resident's lament 

contributing to her depression (student debt).  In both cases, I tend to agree with the reviewer - a) 

while patient blame is a common phenomenon and therefore deserves acknowledgment, the 

profanity intensifies this blame in an excessive way that I would probably characterize as a level 0! 

Removing the profanity (although of course this strong emotion is not atypical, at least in residents' 

minds if not their expression!) makes this response less vitriolic.  The author might also consider a 

different attribution to explain resident grumpiness - i.e., "so many things I can't control make it 

tough for my patients to show up on time - or at all!" b) As the reviewer points out so well, there are 

multiple factors contributing to resident depression, and so the more generic statement that this 

reviewer suggested I find preferable.  I don't think either of these concerns is make-or-break, and I 

still favor acceptance of this piece, but after reading them I believe the cartoon could be improved by 

addressing them. 

COMMENTS TO AUTHOR: Although concerns #2,3 listed in your response to reviewers did not occur to 

me in my own review, when I read them, they seemed well-founded.  #2 has to do with the use of 

profanity; and #3 points out the very specific nature of the resident's lament contributing to her 

depression (student debt).  In both cases, I tend to agree with the reviewer - a) while patient blame is 

a common phenomenon and therefore deserves acknowledgment, the profanity intensifies this blame 

in an excessive way that I would probably characterize as a level 0! Removing the profanity (although 

of course this strong emotion is not atypical, at least in residents' minds if not their expression!) 

makes this response less vitriolic.  You might also consider a different attribution to explain resident 

grumpiness - i.e., "so many things I can't control make it tough for my patients to show up on time - or 

at all!" b) As the reviewer points out, there are multiple factors contributing to resident depression, 

and so the more generic statement that this reviewer suggested I find preferable.  Although in my 

initial review of the cartoon I did not point out these issues, I think the final product could be 

improved by addressing them. 


